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NO. 1. 

** Good morning, Bro. M., and what, 
let me inquire, are you reading with 
so much apparent interest,” said Bro. 
S., as he entered the room. 

M.—I was just looking over the 
Magazine; the last number contains 
some matters of no ordinary interest. 

S.—I am anxious to learn what they 
are. 

M—Well, I understand one item to 
be Bro. Campbell’s relation of the re- 
cent difficulties at Bethany. 

S.—In reference to agitating the 
slavery question, I suppose? I cannot 
see why any person should agitate that 
question in the churches; seeing it is 
@ political institution, what have the 
churches to do with it? 

M.—You, too, if I uuderstand you, 
are opposed to agitating the question 
in the churches. 

S.—Yes, I am; because it creates 
alienated feeling among brethren. 

M.—You ask, “ What have the 
churches to do with slavery?” To 
‘answer that question, I would say that 
the first thing the churches have had 
to do with it, was to avail themselves 
of all that unholy advantage which the 
laws of some States give one man over 
another. A fine institution, indeed, is 
that which all men acknowledge to be 
not only a sin, but a burning shame ; 


but it has its root in State policy, and, 


evil. 


therefore, it may flourish in the church- 
es; and yet the churches have nothin 
to do with it, becanse it is a political 
Take a sample from the temper- 
ance cause: In many of the States 
men may make and sell liquor by law, 
or according to law. Suppose Deacon 
H. (a member of our congregation) 
commences the traffic, as he has a right 
to do (in some States) according to 
law ? 

S.—That would never do; unbe- 
lievers would look on us with con- 
tempt. 

M.—And do not unbelievers look 
on slaveholders with contempt ? | 

S.—It does seem to me that some- 
thing is wrong when unbelievers are 
more humane than Christians. 
M.—On that subject I have thought 
much, and it may be I can give you 
some insight on the subject. Know, 
then, that many who profess the Chitis- 
tian name are entire strangers to the 
spirit of Christ. 

S.—Dear sir, are you not proposing 
to jndge other men? 

M.—No, sir; “by their fruits ye 
shall know them,” and when you ob- 
serve closely, you can sec but very little 
of that self-denying spirit which ever 
points out the true Christian. When 
aman contributes $100 a year for the 
spread of the Gospel, or the support of 
missionaries, it sounds well abroad; 
but come to look at it as it is, and in 
all probability he has a horde ot poor 
creatures on his own farm, who need 
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all that foreign heathens do. And yet 
he would prosecute any man that 
would attempt to teach them to read. 
Therefore, when you hear of his con- 
tributing so largely, you no doubt give 
him more credit for his benevolence 
than he deserves. The fact is, there 
is nothing there deserving the name 
Christian, no self-denial there s even 
his bountiful gifts are in order to get 
the praise and honor of men. On the 
other hand, you have mistaken the 
Deists of our day, also. They say so 
much in favor of the slave, you at once 
conclude they are true lovers of man- 
kind; but they, also, are to be known 
by their fruits. Where in the wide 
world have they ever been the real 
authors or finishers of any great benev- 
olent scheme for the good of mankind? 
S.—I cannot now recollect of an 
case; but why should they take = 
an active interest in behalf of the slave? 
M.—Now, sir, we have come to the 
point. The infidel’s labor on this point 
is a thrust at Christianity through 
slavery. Professed Christians have 
not only outraged common humanity, 
and disgraced theinselves and the Lord 
Jesus Christ by oppressing their fellow 
men, but some of our most learned and 
noted dignitaries in the churches are 
all the time striving to apologise for 
our slaveholding brethren. infidels. 
like cious generals, ever watching 
for the advantage, see this, and at once 
they forget their old objections to Chris- 
tianity, such as Porphyry and Celsus 
used to harp upon, and are bringing 
to bear all theirreserve troops, as if the 
destiny of the world depended upon 
this one point. And well they may, 
for if they cannot bring our holy reli- 
gion into contempt with their present 
advantage, surely they never will. 
But to return to Deacon H.; if he 
should commence selling liquor, would 
you not complain of him? 
S.—Certainly I should. 


M.—But suppose he complains of 
you for agitating? 


S.—He would have no right to do 
that; he introduced the offence, and I 
complain for the good of the church. 

Very well; now please toshow 
mé why the same rule will not work 
in reference to slavery. J 

S.— W ell—but—I—I am not certain 
that the cases are parallel. Is not in- 
temperance worse than slavery ? 

M.—W ell, let us see; intemperance 
begins with poverty and disgrace and 
ends with death, which crowns all its 
horrors. What, then, must that crime 
be which renders death a blessing and 
makes it desirable? See the late slave 
case at Cincinnati. 

S.— Why, according to your reason- 
ing, slavery is the worse of the two; 
but has not Bro. Campbell shown that 
slavery was not a sin according to the 
Bible? 

_ M.—Bro.Campbell has never proved, 

nor has he ever tried to prove, that 
American slavery is justifiable. He 
did, indeed, show that the Bible recog- 
nized an institution called slavery 
among the patriarchs, but according to 
his own showing it was a very different 
institution from American slavery. 

S.—What, then, was his object? 
Surely, it is the institutions of the pre- 
sent day that concern us. 

M.—I think, myself, if he had said 
as much to show the vast difference 
between Jewish and American slavery, 
as he did to show that slavery in itself 
‘* was not necessarily sinful,” it would 
have been a t deal more to the 
honor of the Bible and its friends in the 
present age. But be that as it may, 
one thing is certain, American slave- 
holders consider and claim him as an* 
apologist for slavery in our own coun- 
try; nor have the recent occurrences 
at Bethany any way altered that im- 
pression. 

S.—I have no desire to see him on 
the wrong side. | 
_ M.—1I am notsurprised at you, when 
all our periodicals, from the eldest to 
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the youngest, (except the Magazine,) 
and all our most influential ministers 
are pursuing that policy, we sometimes 
find ourselves sliding into measures, 
merely from the force of example, more 
than from sound Bible reasoning. But 
you must remember, he that ignores 
slavery in the congregation makes an 
agreement with sin; he must stipulate 
with iniquity. He may attend the New 
Orleans slave market and see old 
‘* Legree” selecting his handsome 
oung woman; he may understand all, 
bu he dare not say a word. No; he 
has covenanted with the monster. 
Would Elijah, ** the man of God,” do 
go! Would Moses, the Lawgiver, do 
so? Would the Lord Jesus Christ 
strike hands with sin? No: he says, 
“Do unto others as you would have 
them do unto you;’ in this there is 
no mistaking either tlre la ge or 
its meaning; but this is not all, ** for 
this is the law and the prophets.” The 
grand design, then, of the Old Testa- 
ment, as well as the New, was to intro- 
duce the Golden Rule among men, and 
he that pleads to the contrary pleads 
inst Christ. 

S.—I never thought that slavery was 


t. 

M.—Take your choice, lay hold of 
whichever yon please, you must either 
say that slavery is right, or else go 
against it with all your force. 


More anon. J. MarrinDae. 
Delaware Co., lowa. 


For the N. W. Christian Magazine. 


PROF, DUNSHEE AND BETHANY 
COLLEGE. 


_. The editor of the Harbinger, in the 
.last number of that work, holds the 
following language : “‘Preferring, as we 
do, a straight-forward and open course 
in defending truth and in opposing| 
error, we cannot but reprobate the un- 
‘manly and unchristian course in which 


these young men have acted in this 


whole affair; and we must equally re- 
gret the extraordinary sympathy indi- 
cated at certain seminaries, in taking 
into their special favor those legally, 
and in harmony with the proceedings 
of all college faculties, dismissed, as 
recreant to the pledges given in their 
own act of matriculation.” The pas 
sage quoted refers, we doubt not,among— 
other institutions, to the Eclectic Insti- 

tute at Hiram, and the course pursued 
by the teachers in that seminary in 
receiving Bro. Everest, who was dis- 
missed from Bethany College. Since 
the reference has been publicly made, 

there will, certainly, be no wrong in 
stating with equal publicity the reasons 
for that course. It is, doubtless, due 
to Bethany and to Hiram that such a 
statement be made, It must be un- 
derstood in this statement, that we are 
not acquainted with the young breth- 
ren of Indiana, (except young Burns,) 
and what we may say will be neither - 
for nor against them personally. Nor 
have we their publications. We have 
only the articles published in the Har- 
binger, and the statement signed by the 
ten who leit Bethany College. These 
are the documents from which we draw 
our information. 

Bro. Everest and some of those who 
left Bethany, had been during several 
terms previous to that event, students 
in the Eclectic. While members of 
the institution, they were in every re- 
spect orderly, prompt in performing 
‘the duties assigned them, courteous, 
in behavior, and gained, to say ‘the 
least, the good will and respect of the 
teachers, and the universal esteem of 
their fellow students. Their reputation, 
too, was by no means confined to the 
school of which they were members. 
They were esteemed in the church, 
aud not only at Hiram, bat in other 
churches around, which were glad ,to 
‘avail themselves of their services. 
None have gone away from the Eclec- 
tic and this community bearing a more 
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‘blameless character. To this fact we 


must attribute the action of that Board 
of judicious men, who selected one of 
these young men to be educated at 


Bethany College. When they return- 


ed from Bethany, it was as natural to 
receive them as to receive the mem- 
No one 
thought of excluding them from the 
school or the church. I do not think 
that, at that time, or at the present, a 
single vote would be given by the 


‘ehurch at Hiram to exclude them from 


church-fellowship. If I misstate the 


state of the public mind here, and es- 
pecially the views and feelings of the 
members of the church in this place ; 


or if I state anything wrong in regard 
to the character and reputation of these 

oung men, I shall gladly be corrected. 
My simple desire is to let the friends 
of Bethany, and others whom it 
may concern, know the true state of 


the case. I think I state the feelings 


of all the friends here, when | say that 
the foregoing facts are the true cause 
of the sympathy manifested towards 
these young men, and not any intend- 
ed disrespect for Bethany College or 
Facnity. Bethany has many warm 
friends here, who wish her success, 
and value highly her services render- 
ed to literature and religion. I! ought, 
in justice, to state that, while there are 
me who think the young men were 
hasty, indiscreet, and, | may say, dis- 
respectful in some things, I have not 
yet found any who for a moment en- 
tertained the idea that they intended to 
do anything criminal, immoral, or dis- 
tful. When Bro. Everest came 

from Bethany, and stipulated to enter 


our institution again, we knew nothing |p 


of the action of the faculty of Bethany 
College. It was believed by the best 
minds here that the mantle of silence 
would be thrown over the whole affair, 


and that its influence would soon die 
‘away {rom the public mind, and these 


students be permitted to pursue their 


literary course. Could the teachers 
of the Eclectic be convinced that these 
students went to Bethany with the de- 
sign to produce disturbance there, and 
in a disorderly and turbulent spirit 
carried out this design, their course 
would meet with unqualified condem- 
nation by the teachers and community 
here. Had these young men been 
strangers and dismissed from Bethany 
College, we would not have received 
them; or had they been convicted of 
intemperance, theft, or any vice or im- 
morality, and the same been attested 
by sufficient evidence, we would not 
have received them. | 

The case is regarded here as a peca- 
liar one, since it grows out of slavery 
and the peculiar state of the public 
mind at the presenttime. Many wor- 
thy and Christian men regard the dis- 
cussion of the subject of slavery, or any 
other moral or social question on 
which they honestly differ, as proper 
and right; and knowing there was no 
law in Bethany College forbidding such 
discussion in the literary societies, and 
that slavery had there been alluded to, 
from time to time, causing no serious 
disturbance, they are not prepared 
to condemn these young men for hav- 
ing mentioned, once or twice, the sub- 
ject of slavery, evcn in the category 
of evils. Such mention of the subject 
of slavery would not, I believe, be re- 
garded as desecrating the Lord’s-day 
in this community. 

In regard to any covenant entered 
into by these young men, that they 
would agitate the subject of slavery 
till they had abolitionized the College, 
I will simply state that those here ex- 
ressly disclaim any such covenant. 
On this I have no personal knowledge ; 
but it seems to me that stronger evi- 
dence than the mere fact that two of 
the young men mentioned the subject 
under the circumstances now well 
known, is required to sustain so grave 


a charge. 
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In regard to the discourse of Bro. 
Burns, there are, we think, some ex- 
tenuating circumstances which the 

ublic should know. The speech of 

r. Allen, from Missouri, though 
highly disapproved by the faculty, was 
not, we are informed, censured publicly 
before Bro. Burns delivered his dis- 
course; so that the students did not 
know the feelings of the faculty in re- 
gard to it. Such being the case, it 
would be very natural to say some- 
thing on the other side. Again, the 
discourse, we are atheist to say, 
was not prepared for that occasion, he 
having delivered it more than once 
previous to that time, in other States. 
It being his turn to speak that evening, 
and having this discourse already pre- 

red, (having consulted with some of 

is friends, who are still students in 
Bethany, in regard to the propriety of 
using the illustration drawn from Brit- 
ish slavery, and receiving the reply: 
that it would do no harm, or some- 
thing to that effect,) he used the dis- 
course. I should state also, in this 
connection, that it would gratity many 
to know, more fully and precisely, the 
conversation that took place between 
the elder of the church and Bro. Burns, 
and the understanding that existed. be- 
tween them when they separated. We. 
would say a word, also, in regard to 
that part of the discourse which refer- 
red to slavery and caused the disturb- 
ance in the church. Bro. Campbell, 
in his remarks to Bro. Burns on the 
subject ot slavery and the duties of the 
Christian teacher, gives utterance to 
the following sentence: “ The Chris- 
tian teacher, as such, must teach mas- 
ters and servants their relative duties.” 
This all admit, who admit the relation 
to be right. Should the Christian 
teacher, also, as such, condemn the 


abuses of slavery, as he would condemn 
the abuses of the marriage relation, or 
of the relation of parent and child? We 


are not aware that Bro. Burns discuss- 


ed the relation of master and perme 
as such, but dwelt on theenormities of 
the system, the laws which sanctionthe 
separation of husband and wife, of pa-. 
rent and child, thus breaking the so- 
cial relations which God has establish- 
ed, and also the law forbidding the 
education of the slave, thus depriving 
him of the privilege of reading the 
Word of Life—were characterized by. 
him as. vile laws, and other things of 
this kind were dwelt upon; was he 
right or was he wrong in this? It 
would satisfy many minds to know 
whether such laws and the practice 
under them are regarded as abuses of 
slavery, and, therefore, justly to be 
condemned by the Christian; or wheth- 
er they belong rightfully to the relation 
of master and servant, and, therefore, 
should be upheld by him. A correct 
knowledge of these questions would 
assist many minds in deciding on the 
extent. of wrong committed by Bro. 
Burns. 
-L would be unfaithful in this state- 
ment, if I did not mention the impres- 
sions existing here in regard to the 
disturbance ot thatevening. From the 
accounts given on both sides, it is be- 
lieved that violence was intended to 
Bro. Burns. I will state some of the 
items of evidence upon which this be- 
lief is founded; Persons left the house 
in a disorderly manner, as is granted 
by all, and manifested very rude be- 
havior without. It is stated by eye 
and ear witnesses, independent of the 
ten who left Bethany, that persons who 
left the house that evening, expressly 
declared, after that event, that it was. 
their intention to do violence to Bro. 
Burns. The note, also, that Bro. Burns 
received, signed “‘ Thirty Students,” 
would at least corroborate the other 
testimony. We are informed, also, on 
good authority, that when Bro. Burng 
arrived at his room and started out to 
et some water, he was met and ad- 
vised by his friend, Mr. Steel, not to 


“go, as he apprehended danger ; and | 


times, from their ‘classes, and hold 
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his friend went for him. © 

Now, if these things ‘are true, it is 
not a matter of wonder that in this 
state of excitement, feeling that they’ 
were wronged and not safe, and wish- 
ing to obtain security for the future, 
they should absent themselves, a few 


meetings to ascertain what was best to 
be done. The result of these meetings: 
was that a series of resolutions was 
a by about twenty-five of the 

orthern students, stating on what 
conditions they would remain in Col- 


he blame attached to them for pre- 
senting the resolutions must, therefore, 
be shared by many of those who are 
now styled “ the cream of the Northern 
students.” As these have been com- 
mented upon with a good deal of sever- 
ity, and rded: as dictatorial, I will 
here insert the second of these resolu- 
tions entire, that it may be viewed in 
all its parts. It reads as follows: 
“ That there be secured to us by the 
faculty, all those rights that are gua- 
ranteed to us by religion and our na- 
tional constitution, among which is 
liberty of speech on all subjects de- 
manding public attention and interest. 
Especially do we demand the right to 
discuss the merits of American slavery, 
in public debate and in the pulpit, be- 
ing amenable, of course, to the rules 
of true morality and the laws of the’ 
land.” I simply ask one question: Is 
it believed by sensible men, that two 
dozen students—some of whom are the 
credm of the Northern students—de- 
signed 'in their resolutions to demand 
freedom of speech in all the pulpits of 
Virginia, or in any where the faculty 
could not grant it? If so, they are 
rather to be pitied for their ignorance, 
than to be condemned for any aberra- 
tion of heart; and if there is a school 
where they can be received without 


joy the privileges of that school. Ma- 
ny think that these students wished to 
know ‘whether they could stay there 
securely, and in the enjoyment of rights 
guaranteed by the laws of the land 
andthe rules of propriety and morality, 
and not to dictate to the faculty what 
they should do. This is corroborated 


| by the fact that those who left, left be- 


fore they were formally dismissed by 
the faculty. 

In regard to the state of morals re- 
ported at Bethany, I have no personal 
knowledge. I have never been at 
Bethany. It is but justice, however, 
to state that statements similar to those 
made by the young men have been 
made in this community by friends of 
Bethany, who deplored the fact, but in 
no case attributed this state of thin 
to the venerable president of that col-— 
lege, or the professors associated with 
him, but to the habits incident to South- 
ern life and institutions. It ought to 
be remembered, too, that it is difficult 
to suppress all vices among students 
gathered from different communities. 
They will often manifest themselves 
notwithstanding the greatest vigilance, 
and stories exaggerated will go abroad. 
Those students here who left Bethany 
expressly disclaim, on their part, any 
intention to censure the morals of the 
citizens of Bethany or of Brooke coun- 
ty. They only find fault with the hab- 
its of the students. The same cause 
that made the disturbance in Bethany 
does not exist here. If we had two 
hundred such students as the one we 
received, we would have no apprehen- 
sion of disturbance, or of ungentleman- 
ly or unchristian conduct. Three of 
them, Bro. Everest, Bro. Foote, and 
Bro. Way, have been employed in the 
churches as preachers, and are still em- 
ployed, just as they were before they 
went to Bethany; not through dis- 
respect to Bethany, but because they 
enjoy the confidence and esteem of 


danger to good order, they should en- 
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those churches, and they need their 
labors. 

It is my hope that judicious coun- 
sels will prevail in the treatment of this 
whole affair, and a course pursued 
that Christianity, justice, and all good 
men will approve. 

N. Dunsuee. 


Hiram, March 10, 1856. 
BIBLE VINDICATED.—No. 1. 


Davenport, Jan. 25, '56. 


Bro. Boggs-—| have, for some time 
past, thought of reviewing 


brethren of intelligence, dissenting, 
led me to suspect that there might be 
some error in my position. I have re- 


however, with a view to enlighten the 
Church on this subject, (a most humil- 
iating necessity,) but to defend the Bi- 
ble against the charge 


slavery in its tendency.” 


| 
umny was thrown upon the book that, 


contains the christian’s faith and hope, 
by an open-mouthed, long tongued in- 
fidel, in the course of a series of lec- 
tures recently delivered in our place. 
When this missionary referred to great 
names, great men, and great expound- 
ers of the scriptures—preachers, stand- 
ing at the head of literary and theolog- 
ical institutions, etc., as concurring 
with him in this view of Bible teach- 
ing and tendency—the heart of the 
christian bled. Why? Because they 
could not say to the caluminator, you 
falsify, you have the concurrence of no 
such men. This feeling was the more 
ungent, from a conviction that the un- 
liever was right, so far at least that 
the interpretation of the Bible by such 
men, is the very bulwark of. slavery, 
so far as the church participates in the 
mischief. How painful to the chris- 
tian, that this enemy of God’s own 
book, in which are contained all the 


elements of piety and morality, and 


the Bible 
on the subject. of Slavery. Many 


of being “pro- 
This cal Bible. 


Jhope for the future, has the concur- 


rence of such renowned names, in 
what the Bible “admits and sustains;” 
differing only with them in the con- 
clusions. They, indeed, affirming that 
as the Bible approves the “relation of 
master and slave for life,”—and ag it 
is the christian’s directory in all ques- 
tions of right, therefore, we should ac- 
quiesce and offer no violence to the 
institution. But the unbeliever draws 
a widely different conclusion trom the 
same premises, viz: that the Bible is 
not from God, but the production of 
wieked men, for God would not justify 
such a system of oppression as robs 
man of his humanity, and degrades 
him to the condition of a brute. Each 


turning that in which they mutually 
cently been called to the task; not,’ 


agree to his own account, in his own 
way. The one to sustain slavery 
(American slavery, for we have no oth- 
er) in the church and in the State, and 
the other to destroy confidence in the 
To hold it up to public scorn 
and contempt, as being decidedly un- 


Just and immoral in its tendency, many: 


of its most devoted friends themselves 
being judges. 
That slavery always has been de- 
moralizing in its tendency will not be 
denied by its warmest adherents. If, 
then, the Bible, “both Moses and Panu] 
sustain it,” and the “tree is to be known 
by its fruit,” we must ask pro-slavery 
christians to meet infidel abolitionists 
on the Bible controversy. A diseus- 
sion between these parties could be 
readily upon, as they now agree 
in the predicate. A)! that remains to 
be settled is simply, shall the Bible be 
employed to support American slave- 
ry, or shall the guarantee it gives to 
slavery be employed for its own de- 
struction ? 
As we hold nothing in common with 
unbelievers in regard to the Bible— 
nothing to defend but the do0k on its 
own intrinsic merits, we are now en- 
gaged in answering the advocate of in- 
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fidelity by a course of lectures, and 
shall give you the result of our review 
of the Bible upon the subject. 

I:am happy in the conviction that 
the Bible can be defended against pro- 
slavery christians and infidel abolition- | 
ists, many of which are making a great 
outcry against the evils of society, but 
are doing nothing towards correcting 
them, unless it is true, as these self- 
styled reformers affirm, that the minds 
of men must be emancipated from 
their reverance of the Bible before any 
thing can be affected in the way of re- 
forming society: a protection most 


false and self-destructive. 


Yours as ever, 
Jonas Harrze.u. 


IMMORTALITY. 


it cannot be said that earth is man’s 
abiding place. It cannot be that our 
life is cast up by the ocean of eternity 
to float upon its waves and sink into 
nothingness. Else, why is it that the 
glorious aspirations, which leap like 
angels from the temple of our hearts, 
are forever wandering about unsatis- 
fied? Why is it that the rainbow and 
the clouds come over us with a beau- 
ty that is not of earth, and pass off to 
leave us to muse on their faded loveli- 
ness? Why is it that the stars, who 
hold festivals around the midnight 
throne, are set above the grasp of our 
limited faculties, forever mocking us by 
their unapproachable glory? And 
finally, why is it that the bright forms 
of human beauty are presented to our 
view and then fade away from us, leav- 
ing the thousand streams of our affec- 
tions to flow into Alpine torrents? We 
are born for a higher destiny than that 
of earth. There is a realm where rain- 
bows never fade, where the stars will 
be ont before us like icelets that slum- 
ber on the ocean, and where the be- 
ings that pass before our vision, like 
shadows will stay in our possessions 
torever.— Belvidere Standard, 


LETTER FROM BRO. SNOD- 
GRASS. 
Spartansburg, Ind. Mar. 7, ’56. 


Bro. Boggs,—Enclosed I send you 
one dollar, I can better spare it than 
the poor slave can spare all the earn- 
ings of life, together with himself, 
wife, children, relations, and acquain- 
tance’s education and character.— 
Send me the second vol. of the Maga- 
zine to Yorktown, Delaware county, 
Indiana. | 

Where isthy brother ? has long been 
an agitating question! Now hush! 
hush! it-will leak out I have murder- 
ed him ; I don’t like to hear his blood 
crying for vengeance from the ground. 
Preachers should not meddle with 
politics ; you must not wrestle against 
principalities and power; the rulers 
of the darkness of this world. Christ 
must not be head over slavery to the 
church. Instead of having servants, 
(slaves) she was servant; i. e. (slave 
to all.) Let us follow some other ex- 
ample; we would select Abraham, 
had he only given Ismael‘ to Isaac as 
a chattle property. “ Why art thou 
come to torment before the time.’ 

The remainder of our editors are 
not ready. ‘Iruth and justice are not 
popular enough to make money by; 
and we are too lazy to dig; and to 
beg ashamed. Give us a little more 
time to tithe mint, and annise, and 


‘pass by judgment the (im- 


partial) love of God. You have been 
mourning to the pro-slave power, and 
they have not lamented. ell, I will 
pipe and see if they will dance. [| 
suppose those scriptures referd to 
with certain triumph, to prove that 
servants should obey and be returned 
to their masters, meant the same in 
seventy-six that they donow. Then 
Britain had enslaved our pro-slavery 
states, and they run off. If they suc- 
ceeded in convincing me that slaves 


should be returned, I shall go for re- 
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turning th¢m as well as others to their 
masters. The pro-slave spirit is a 
disease of the heart, not the judgment. 

The bible may justify many sys- 
tems of servantship existing in different 
ages and among different people; and 
still fail to justify a system of chattle 

roperty dependant on man-stealing. 

f the root (man-stealing) be bad, how 
can the tree be good? In order to 
justify the peculiar institution, (which 
makes beardless youths call gray men 
their boys), man-stealing, which is the 
first means must be proved right by 
the Bible, who will try it? The slave 
infant, one moment old, is stolen ; (it 
was stolen in its ancestors.) Those 
who say if we had lived in our fathers’ 
days we would not have stolen the 
Africans, and yet support by their 
votes, those who retain the theft 
act like the Jews who said, had we 
lived in our fathers’ days we would 
not have killed the prophets, yet were 
killing their cotemporaries. That 
the Bible justify a relation that was 
got up by ® practice long since, de- 
clared piracy by our national council, 
punishable by hanging. 

I hope those editors who pander to 
the south about those texts that speak 
of master and servant will take up the 
matter hereafterin logical order, i. e. 
prove man-stealing first; then we will 
not consider them as merely throwing 
a little dust to blind our vision ’till 
they make a few more dimes by writ- 
ing. about the peculiarities of their 
party. 

Yours, in hope that the equilibri- 
um of zeal may be restored and ex- 
tended to all righteousness, 

S. M. Snoperass. 
— 
[For the N. W. O. Magazine.} 
TRUTH IS TRIUNE. 


This is the grand proposition of the 
universe. Hence every system, wheth- 


er educational, political, or religious, 
must be triunme in its elements—in | 


its character, and in its design. Let 
us see by the light of this truth, wheth-. 
er our much landed system of education 
is true triune, or perfect. We have 
many good (i.e. in comparison with 
worse,) schools for the educatien of 
the mind, some, where the mind and: 
spirit are both educated, i.e. where 

ood mental and moral discipline is’ 
poorly administered, and a few where 
manual exercise enters as a. subordi- 
nate element, but none, no, not one 
single Public School, or Institute, I 
believe, in the Union, which offers to 
the student a complete, or harmonious 
education of the physical, mental, and 
spiritual faculties, powers and capabili- 
ties of triune man. We have the 
promise of one such school, soon to 
be opened, and it will succeed in the 
ratio of its adherence to the truth in 
the training of thetriuneman. When. 
we know that man is triune in his na+ 
ture, composed of body, soul and 
spirit—why should we not also know 
and believe—-i.e. dive by the consequent 
truth—that the body is the foundation 
of the whole temple—the home of the 
soul—as the soul is the home of the 
spirit, Then why should not physical 
education be of first importance, soul 
culture, or mind culture, the next, and 
then spirit culture, or the training of 
the affections, the cultivation of our 
higher nature—and why should they 
not all be done in harmony—thus ma- 
king ourselves fit temples for the 
Holy Ghost ? J. He 

Antioch College, March 3, 1855. 


MORAL EDUCATION. 


AN EXTRACT FROM “*PRIZE ESSAY BY MRS. 
RACHEEL C. MATHER F THE BIGLOW 
SCHOOL, BOSTON.” 


Now we come to a consideration of 
the teacher’s highest mission, the most 
essential branch of all education ; 
vastly important, not only for its own 
intrinsic value, but because it enhances 
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in an unspeakable degree the value, 


of all the others; and this is Moral 
Education. This consists in a right 
direction of the natural sympathies 
and affections ; includes a cultivation 
of the moral senses, such as those of 
honor and shame, right and wrong; 
and implies the formation of good 
habits and principles. 

This education sanctifies and directs 
physical and intellectual attainment, 
and empowers conscience to subordi- 
nate and employ the lower faculties, 
in subserviency to our future wellbeing, 
the happiness of others, and the glo 
of God ; and thus enables us to fulfil 
the highest aim of human life. Such 
an education brings out to view the 
great lights of the world and benefac- 
tors of mankind, developing men like 
Howard and Washington, and women 
like Hanna More and Elizabeth Fry. 
This moral culture gives to man the 
highest power attainable on earth, a 
power more subtle than magnetism. 
more enduring than time, more impe- 
rative than the fiat of princes, more 
invincible than marshalled hosts. This 
is Moral Power, eminently illustrated 
in the lives of such men as Paul and 
Luther. 

The teacher’s true mission is, not 
merely tostore the mind with know- 
ledge, and strengthen and discipline 
the intellectual faculties, but to ins- 

ire the soul with love for the beauti- 
ful, good, and true, and lead its affec- 
tions away from self, to sympathize 
with universal humanity and aspire 
after God ; to aid the pupil in the at- 
tainment of true magnanimity, moral 
power, and spiritual repose. 

_ Educational reformers have ex- 
posed the absurdity of old 
education, and they have fallen into 
disuse. They have muintained the 
necessity of physical culture, and of a 
strict adherence to the laws of health 
and their efforts have brought about 
&@ physiological reform. Is there no 


stems of | 


room for further progress? Are there 
no more fields for the educator to ex- 
plore ? Philanthropists, in their eager- 
ness to arouse the world to feel the 
necessity of physical and intellectual 
culture, seem often to have lost sight 
of man’s highest glory, his moral en- 
dowments. 

Since the moral faculties of children 
are as susceptible of culture as the 
mental, why should not the plastic 
period of childhood be regarded as the 
most appropriate season to develop 
moral and cultivate the prin- 
ciples of truth, virtue, and justice ? 

hy should perception and mem 
be so sedulously trained, while cons- 
cience is scarcely recognized, and 
humility and self-control are seldom 
mentioned ? Why bestow all the edu- 
cational labor upon the head, and 
neglect the heart, or leave it to the 
mis-education of chance and circum- 
stance ? Since the heart is the seat 
of all true life, the fountain of the af- 
fections, and the mainspring of thought 
and action, its culture must be of vital 
necessity, and should constitute an 
important part of the teacher’s mission. 

Moral education implies, not only 
the development of right principle in 
the discharge of our duty to ourselves 
and our fellow-men, but also a recog- 
nition of our obligations to God, and 
the duties we owe Him in view of 
His supreme excellence and our entire 
dependence upon Him. Man is en- 
dowed with a religious element, and 
youth is the appropriate season for its 
culture; for then the mind is unfet- 
tered be the trammels of the world, the 
heart is tender, faith, love, and hope 
are in lively exercise, reverence and 
humility are characteristic graces, and 
the light of reason then appears dim, 
compared with the purer light which 
radiates from the inspired page. _ 

These pre-requisites render child- 
hood the most favorable season for 

s impressions, and can the 
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teacher who would be faithful to the 
true welfare of her pupils, disregard 
so good an opportunity for religious 
training ? Cau she acquaint them with 
all the gradations of organic matter, 
from the floating atom up to the side- 
real heavens, and leave them in igno- 
rance of Him, “to Whom and through 
Whom are all things ?” Can she teach 
them of the whole series of animal 
life, from the tiny insect up to lordly 
man, and say nothing of their Author, 
in Whom they all live and move and 
have their being?” In natural science, 
their attention should often be directed 
to the infinite wisdom and goodness 
revealed in the countless forms of 
Nature ; in history, to the evidences 
of an overruling Providence in the 
affairs of nations and individuals. 

Early, too, should they be taught, 
that God is their Creator and Preser- 
ver. and has a consequent right to 
their time and talents ; that He is their 
Father, and has, therefore, a claim to 
their love and obedience,—to their 
filial reverence, submission, and confi- 
ding trast ; and that He is their Judge, 
to whom they are amenable, an 
Omniscient Judge who reads every 
thought, scans every act, and will 
bring them into judgment for every 
secret thing. They should also be 
taught the evil bitterness of sin, 
and its disastrous consequences. Hea- 
ven and eternity should often be pre- 
sented to their minds, while the cha- 
racter of Jesus should be held before 
them as a model, and His precepts as 
their guide. 
_ Happy that teacher on whom the 
Spirit rests, and who, free from cant, 
and bi , can communicate relig-' 
ious truth with the unction and fervor 
of experimental knowledge ; and happy 
that school, for there reign love, joy, 
and peace,—there abide goodness, 
gentleness, and faith ! 

Moral education is the great want 


business, and incessant intellectual 
activity which mark the times, have a 
tendency to check the flow of affection 
and harden the heart, while the arts 
and commerce, the fashion and etiquet- 
te, the trade and politics of a refined 
civilization, foster a voluptuous mate-. 
rialism that would revel in ostentation 
and luxury. These evils, early moral 
culture only can successfully oppose 3 
these tendencies, a judicious training 
of the heart alone can effectually coun- 
teract. Then should not every teacher 
be a perpetual source of healthy spir- 
itual life, and every school, the pure 
centre of an elevating moral influence, 
ever radiating far and wide ? 

If the heart be untutored, its natural 
tendencies lead it down into.the dev- | 
ious paths of error and vice; if, through 
an opposite extreme, its genial heavin 
be entirely repressed by frigid formal- 
ity and arbitrary law, the intellectual 
powers soon become fettered, all the 
vitalizing energies of the being lan- 
guish, moral beauty fades, and the 
refreshing tides of spiritual life ebb 
and stagnate. 

In the latent depths of the child’s 
heart slumbers a mighty power for 
good or for evil; a germ that will 
unfold in the beautiful tree of life, 
whose rich, ripe fruit will strengthen 
the weak and revive the weary, orin 
the deadly, desolating upas, wee | 
poison and blight. The intellect, whic 
is only the heart’s faithful servant, is 
trained with care; but the heart, which 
gives law to the whole being, sends 
orth “the issues of life,” and determi- 
nes the moral progress of society, is 
often left wholly uncultivated. Hence 
injustice prevails, tramples man into 
the dust, and extorts the ry r the op- 
pressed ; vice sweeps off millions to 
an untimely grave ; and fiendish hate 
and ambition engender strifes, which 
end in wars, dire and destructive, lay- 
ing cities wostc, and esolating na- 


of the age. The close application to 


tions. Mass. Teacher. 
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QUERIST’S PAGE. 


Bro. Boggs :—I wish to ask a few 
questions, Please answer through the 
Magazine. 

First ; Why did Paul depart from 
the commission g 
viour — Acts xix. and 5. | 

Second ; What is meant by hewing 


down and casting into fire ?— Matt. 


vii. and 19. 

Third ; What is meant by the 
children of the Kingdom being cast 
out—does it mean eternal punishment. 
See Matt. viii. and 127 | 

_ Fourth ; Is the cup spoken of—Luke 
xxii. and 16—the cup of the commu- 
nion? If so, why is the cup spoken 
of in the twentieth verse ? 

_ Fifth; What was the doctrine of 
the Nicolaitans? 

Please answer the above. 
Wa. Potty. 


Ans. First; We do not understand 
Paul as indicating the formula of 
bapism by the phrase “ In the name of 
the Lord Jesus,” but rather by whose 
authority, 

Ans. Second; The Saviour evident- 
ly: intended to show the fearful destruc- 
tion that awaited the falsé° teachers 
spoken of in the fifteenth verse. As 
the tree which bore evil fruit was 
committed to the flames, so the false 


teachers or other professors of cliris- 


_ tianity whose lives did not correspond 
with their profession would be visited 
with the same complete destruction. 
Ans. Third; We understand the 
Saviour to refer to punishment beyond 
this life, by the expression, “ outer 
darkness.” ‘T'lie figure contained in 
the whole paragraph is taken from the 
customs which obtained at ancient 


banquets, especially the nuptial feasts 


given by the Sa- 


of that age. He represents. the joys 
and glory of salvation in His Kingdom- 
by the happiness of those guests who 
at ths feast sat down in a recumbent. 
position with the bridegroom, or mas- 
ter of the feast. These feasts were 

usually held at night, and the brilliant 

illumination which always formed a 
part of the display would cause the 
surrounding darkness to be more appa-. 
rent. Hence wecan see the apposite- 

ness of the Saviour’s allusion when He 

compares the misery of those Jews 
and all others who rejected his claims 

to the Messiahship, to “outer dark~ 

ness.” 

By the “ children of the kingdom,” 
He no doubt meant the literal decend- 
ants of Abraham — the Jews—and by 
the ‘‘ many ” that should “ come from 
the East und the West,” He evidently 
intended to show them, that although 
they might refuse eternal salvation 
through His name, multitudes of the 
Gentiles would rejoice in the gospel 
and in the day of eternity would en- 


joy that reward indicated by being 


permitted to “ sit down with Abraham 
and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom. 
of Heaven.” 


Ans. Fourth ; The cup spoken of in 


the seventeenth verse certainly was not 


the cup used by the Saviour in institu- 
ting the commemorative ordinance, 


commonly known as “the Lord’s 


Supper,” and to which allnsion is ev- 
idently made in the twentieth verse. 
It was either a cup used at an ordinary 
meal, or as many suppose, at a paschal. 
supper, eaten by Christ and his disci- 
ples, just before his betrayal into the 


hands'of his enemies. Thatit was not 
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the cup containing the emblem of his 
blood is evident, from the fact that it 
was taken before supper, while the em- 
blematic cup was taken after the loaf, 
besides Matthew says, Chap. xxxi. and 
26 verse, ““ And as they were eating 
Jesus took bread and blessed it and 
brake it and gave it to his disciples and 
said, take eat this is my body, ’verse 
27,*‘ And he took the,cup and gave 
thanks and gave it to them, saying: 

‘Drink ye all of it,’” which shows, we 
think, conclusively, that they were 
eating either an ordinary meal, 
or the paschal supper, at the time our 
Lord instituted that ordinance, now 
obligatory upon his disciples ; conse- 
quently the cups spoken of in the 


seventeenth and twentieth verses of 


the chapter referred to, are not the 


same. 
Ans. Fifth; The Nicolaitans are 
generally supposed to be a sect of 
gnostics, whose doctrine and practice, 
was of the most demoralizing'charac- 
ter. They advocated the system of a 
community of wives and tolerated and 
apoloyized for fornication and adultery. 
They advocated the right of christians 
to eat meat that had been offered to 
idols, and in short, so mixed up 
christianity with Pagan rites, as to 
divest it of its original purity and holi- 
ness./ It is supposed by some, that 
they derived theirname from Nicholas, 
one of the seven deacons mentioned 
by Luke in the 6th chap. of Acts. 
Bro. Boggs:—Do the Scriptures 


teach that salvation, or the saving 
e of God, is obtained ‘by sinners 


independent of human ean | 
B. 


_ Ans; We are not certain that we 
fully understand the import of our 
querist. If he means the plan of > 
salvation as revealed to usin the gos- 
pel, we answer most emphatically 
Yes! For salvation is of the grace of 
God ; “ By grace are ye saved, through 
faith and that not of yourselves, it 
(salvation) is the gift of God.” But 
if he means to iuquire whether God 
bestowed salvation upon his 'creatures 
unconditionally, we just as unhesita- 
tingly answer No/ The blessings of 
the gospel are all conditional. Its 
promises are Only to those who are in 
Christ. They are the spiritual seed of 
Abraham. 

Christ, by his death, has opened up 
a way of pardon and reconciliation to 
a sinful world, but in order to enjoy 
pardon, and adoption into the family 
of the saved, we must believe the facts 
and obey the commands of the gospel. 
To obtain eternal salvation we must 
then “add to our faith, courage and 
knowledge and temperance and pa. 
tience and godliness and brotherly- 
kindness and charity. Salvation is 


purely of God's" grace, or favor, but 


our enjoyment of it is suspended upon 
conditions, and in that sense is not 
‘‘ independent of human agencies.” © 


MISSION OF CHRISTIANITY. 


Shalersville, Portage Co. O. 
March 14th, '56.. 


Bro. Boggs — * * * Permit 
me to congratulate you in your labor 
of love—the peeticg of the cause of 
humanity by the authority of Divinity. 
_ This 1s, indeed, the mission of the 
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christian, and carries in itse/f the evi- 
dences of its divinity. 


~ It exhibits unbounded goodness, by 


proposing the renovation of the entire 
man—body, soul, and spirit—address- 
ing him in all his relations to the 


world. around him,—moral, social, 


litical, intellectual, physical ; enjoin- 
g upon him to live soberly, right- 
eously, and piously in this present 
world. | 


To originate such a plan is worthy | 


of God,—to advocate it is noble, 
grand, manlike; while to advocate 
ese, can satisfy only the ignorant, 
and those having selfish ends in view. 
Again; to advocate even this upon 


other than divine authority, is to 


piece a system upon an insufficient 


asis, and like building a house on 
sand 


Yet, alas, this is largely the tenden- 
‘cy of the age; the ‘‘Ipse dixit ” of 
some man, or philosophy, 1. e. reason- 
ing from false promises or from none, 
is the chart, the compass, the polar 
star,—the all with the many, even in 
matters the most important, exalted 
and sacred. | 


» Now truly: this ought not so to be. 
?Tis just here the christian is to form 
issue with the world. He would not, 
he dare not, rest the matter thus; but 
led by faith, he looks upward to hea- 
‘ven, to Him, who is enthroned in light, 
who sways His scepter o’er the just ; 
and in Him find the greater reason. 
He knows that God is—that He is 
Creator, Lord and Sovereign of the 
Universe—that upon Him we depend 
for the now and the to-come life. 
Hence, His decree is final——His word, 
the embodiment of all authority, the 
reason of all reasons, the basis of 
basis, the supreme rule, involving the 
highest duty of man. 


On such a basis we can safely rest— 


7 the hopes, the aspirations, the joys of 


humanity. 
_ How superior, then, the christian’s 


mission! Armed with the ‘‘living 
word,” success will attend him,—his 
triumph is sure. Friends may forsake 
—foes assail~“all must work for 
good to him.” 

In this mission the Lord wants 
“valient-hearted men who are not 
afraid to die; who turn not to the 
dogmas of men, nor swerve to the 
caprices of society; but “ whose de- 
light is in the law of the Lord. ” 

We rejoice that there are such on the 

of action—men who will sacra- 
fice earthly prospects for great princi- 


ples. 
ngs. May 


They have our well wishi 
the good Lord grant them every: need- 
ful aid—much success—everlasting 
consolations 

We trust that many others will yet 
give their influence in favor of the 
great work—that the time be speeded 
on when gospel truth shall permeate 
the minds of men,—the love of God 
enlarge their affections,—binding their 
hearts one to another, and all to the 
throne of God; that all worldly 
divisions and distinctions be banished, 
and all be ‘“‘one in Christ.” They 
shall not hurt, nor destroy in all the 
holy mountain,—but the whites, blacks, 
and red men in friendship be joined. 

Wider spreading benevolence over 
mankind. 

Yours, in one hope, 
C. C. Foore. 
— 
EDITORIAL LETTERS—NU. 9. 
Home, March 10, ’56. 

My Dear Wife -—I proceed now to 
give an account of the concluding part 
of my tour on the Reserve. I deliv- 
ered two discourses at Marlborongh, 
and on Lord’s day morning, Feb. 24, 
‘was conveyed by Bro. R. F. Clover, M. 
D., to New Baltimore, where I spoke 
to a full. house at 10 o’clock, also at 
candle lighting. At both these points 
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1 found a lively interest manifested in 
behalf of the Magazine. I enjoyed the 
_hospitalities of brethren Jos. Hatch 
and R. Hamilton. The latter of whom 
carried me to Randolph where I had 
an appointmenton Mondaynight. The 
-weather being very stormy and the 
‘brethren few in number and very scat- 
‘tering, my congregation was small. | 
-went with Bro. E. Ticknor, one of the 
elders, to his residence in Suffield, where 
I enjoyed the hospitalities of his house 
until Tuesday, when he took me 

- Mogadore where I had an hrs 
ment at night. I had a full house and 
recived a very respectable accession 
to my list of subscribers. My home 
during my stay was with Bro. Lauden- 
slayer. On Wednesday I was conveyed 
by Bro.Ford to Akron. I learned on my 
arrival that brethren W. 8S. Gray and 
-and J. J. Moss were both absent, and 
that I was left “ without the benefit of 
the clergy.” Asevere snow storm also 
operated disadvantageously, still I had 
the pleasure of addressing a small con- 
gregation at night. Iwas kindly en- 
tertained at the hospitable domicil of 
Bro. W. B. Storer, who the next day 
carried me to my next appointment at 
Stow Corners. I spoke at night toa 
full house, and was liberally patonrized 
by the brethren. 1 enjoyed the hos- 


pitalities of brethren E. and S. Wet- 
more and J. C. Butler. I also formed 


an acquaintance with Bro. A. B. Way 
one of the memorable ‘‘ten,” who so 
nobly stood up in defence of liberty of 
speech and the right of free investiga- 
tion in opposition to the usurpations, 
exactions and arrogance of southern 
influence in Bethany College. Bro. 


Way is highly esteemed among the 
brethren as a young man of promise. 
He is employed to preach alternately 
at Stow and Solon—two of the best 
congregations: on the Reserve. I am 
glad the brethren generally feel dis- 
posed to sustain those young men, and 
I hope they will all endeavor to act 
worthy of the respect which is so uni- 
versally shown them, and that they 
will especially endeavor to cultivate 
that humility which is the adorning of 
to | the christian character, and so becoming 
the young preacher in particular. A 
due observance of Paul’s injunction to 
every one “not to think of himself 
more highly than he ought to think,” 
is absolutely necessary to the ultimate 
success of those who would be bene- 
factors of their race and laborers in os 


Lord’s cause. 
On Friday Bro. Butler carried 1 me 


to Franklin Mills, where I had an ap- 
pointment at night. The prospects of | 
the congregation are rather gloomy. — 
The brethren have involved themselves 
in pecuniary difficulties by attempting 
to build a house at an expense more 
than one-half greater than was neces- 
sary for their comfortable accommoda- 
tion, or than they could well afford. 
The consequence is they have an un- 
finished house and are hopelessly in 
debt to their contractor 

Many congregations I opine mistake 
the mark by adapting the size of their 
meeting houses to extraordinary rath- 
er than ordinary occasions. Observa- 
tion has taught me that it is better to 
have a house too small one or two 
Lord's days in a year than too large 
the balance of the time. A house much 
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larger than the congregation is not on- 
ly a waste of money, but by compari- 


gon impresses on the members a too 
vivid sense of their own weakness. I 
had a respectable congregation, made 
up principally of the citizens of the vil- 
lage, notwithstanding one of the princi- 
pal members of the church had advised 
that the house should not be opened 
and lighted for my appointment. An- 
other brother gave me a reception cold 
enough if measured by a christian 
thermometer to have indicated a de- 
gree far below zero. I however had 


‘the good fortune to find a very comfort- 


able home at the house of Bro. and Sis- 
ter Dewey during my stay. Notwith- 
standing the gloomy picture I have 
drawn, there is still in Franklin a nu- 
cleus around which may yet gather a 
flourishing congregation. While in 
the place I was accidentally an unob- 
served listener to the family devotions 
of a brother whose fervent and humble 
prayer ascended to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, not only for 
himself and the loyed ones of his house- 
hold, but also for the brethren, the con- 


gregation and the community. That 


prayer gave -me fresh courage, and | 
rejoice in the assurance that there is 
still salt there which has not yet lost 


its saltness. 
On Saturday I took the cars for 


- Cleveland and from thence to East 


Cleveland, but was prevented from 
meeting a congregation by another 


snow storm. I spent the night with 


Dr?-Streator, a ndon Lords day morn- 
ing was conveyed by Bro. J. Stafford 
to Collimer, where I addressed a re- 


Depot-School House.” My temporal 
wants were ministered to by the kind 
family of Bro. Dille. On Tuesday I 
went to Mentor and although pre™ 
vented by a severe storm from holding 
a@ meeting at night as I had contem- 
plated, I still had a very pleasant visit 
at the houses of brethren Matthew, 
and Thos. Clapp and J. Shoemaker. 
Mentor is one of the oldest congrega- 
tions of the ‘Disciples of Christ” in 
Ohio, and I was pleased to learn that 
the brethren were engaged in the erec- 
tion a good substantial meeting- 
house, which all who have been there 
for the last ten years know is very 
much needed. On Wednesday night 
I spoke at Painsville sojourning with 


Bro. E. H. Hawley, for some time past 


pastor of the congregation at that 
place. The next day I started “chome- 
ward bound,” via Ohio City, where I 
expected to preach at night but learn- 
ing upon my arrival that no appoint- 
ment had been made. I took the first 
train for Cincinnati where I arrived 
on the morning of the 7 inst. in good 
health and thankfull to God for that 
overruling Providence which had 
watched over and sustained both me 
and mine, during an absence of nearly 
three months Affectionately 
J. B. 
— 
THE CRISIS. No. 1. 

In refierency to the subject of Ame- 
rican Slavery it is obvious we have 
arrived at that point, politically and 
religiously, where a cs must be 

n 


put to all nutrality. every impor- 
tant discussion involving the rights of 


spectable congregation, and at night 


‘man, the good of our race, and the 


and the following on attbe “EKuclid- 
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eternal redemption of men’s souls, the | When men shall have arrived at 


christian and philanthropist is bound 
by every principle of religion and hu- 
manity to act well his part. No evil, 
however formidable; no sin, however 

at; no pecuniary interest, however 
Inviting or tempting; should deter 
those on the side of truth from man- 
fully and fearlessly exposing error and 
sin, whether it be national or sectio- 
nal, individual or conventional, moral 
religious, political or social. 

The God of heaven calls for this; 
reason demands it; suffering humani- 
ty every where cries aloud for it. The 
honor of the “Lord of atu;” the inte- 
of the only — that cheer 
a dying man; t e and prospe- 
of the church Of God 
with her interests, fortunes and des- 
tiny—all conspire to stereotype this 
truth upon our hearts, calling for de- 
cisive, significant, unwavering , unde- 
terred action in their behalf. Without 
this, nothing can be accomplished. 

Every Nation has its siz. To op- 
press and enslave more than three 
millions of the human race, appears to 
be os Israel of old, was justly 
cha with idolatry and. apostacy. 
Most nations. of the old world a 
idolaters, nationally. 

_ Most of the nations of Europe are 
justly chargeable with that awful crime 
—prostituting God’s holy Truth, the 
cae Christ, to base national and 
political purposes. 

But this is not confined to 
Italy, France, England, Russia, Tur- 
ky or Spain; it also obtains to an 
alarming extent in America, so inap- 
prone styled “The land of the 

e and home of the brave” ! 

To call upon the Bible to sanction 


the right of one man to oppress, degra- 


de, enslave, and sell from his family, 
another of his fellow-men, is, to our 
mind, one of the darkest pictures -in 
this so called christian world, and cal- 


culated to bring that blessed volume 
into disrepute. 


unjustly profit by 


the point where they can reconcile 
Slavery with Liberty, oppression with 
equal rights, injustice with righteous- 


‘ness, cruelty with mercy, then and not 


till then can the ‘‘peculiar institution,” 
“designed by Providence (as its advo- 


‘cates say) to Cheistianize (infidelize.) 


Africa,” be reconciled to that holy Re- 


‘velation, which God has given to man 


for his guidance through thjs world to 
a better one above. | . 
But shall we make void the Father’s 
Love, the Savior’s death, the Holy 
Spirits “perfect Law of Liberty,” the 
‘tears and pleadings of the martyrs, 
Apostles and all who have followed in 
their footsteps. in “doing good to all 
men,” by lending our influence, our 
money or our words to sustain in any 
‘way whatever, an institution so full of 
all wickedness, and founded:in the very 
depths of ‘covetousness’ and an inordi- 
nate desire to rule, govern, oppress and 
e labors of others 
‘without any compensation ! 
_ The “crisis” is coming and we must 
meet it. The e are looking to 
the preacher with anxious eyes and 
deeply interested hearts. Will he ex- 
pose the “evil” ? Has he the courage, 
the devoted heart, that will enable 
him to raise his voice against tyranny, 
and in behalf of the tears and cries ef 
three milions of his fellow men and 
women? Will he cry aloud against 
fanity, drunkenness, gambling and 


ltheft, ingratitude to God and unkind- 


ness to man, and at the same time 
place his hands upon his mouth and 
paralize his tongue in view of this soul- 
destroying monster? Alas! alas! 
too many of this charactef are to be 
found. "They fear the frowns Of the 
tyrant. 
Let whoever may deny it, thetrath 
is plain, that the preacher and the 
orator mould public sentiment, and 
give license to the actions of individuals, 
almost universally. In view ofthis 
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truth, God has acted with reference to 
man; he has ever had _ his orators.or 
prophets, Patriarchal, Jewish and Chri- 
stian, whose duty it was and is to de- 
liver His Oracles.to,a perishing world 
—warn their cotemporaries against op- 
ee and wrong, and gently con- 
duct mankind along, the still waters of 
peace, liberty andiove., 
_. When in these great matters the pre- 
sent teachers fail to do their duty, they 
throw all their influence and power, on 
the side of the oppressor and against 
‘the down-trodden and wrenged millions 
for whom Christ died. How long shall 
this state of affairs continue? Heaven 
deliver the teacher, that he may the 
people ! J.J. M. Dickey. 


_KIND ‘WORDS FITLY SPOKEN. 
Seneca Falls, N. 

February, 27th, 1856. 


reproach,” that they may at last “have 
aright to the tree of Lile and enter in 
through the gates into the city?” 
This should be the great object. of life 
——the desire of every heart. Bnt alas 
how few there are that are striying to 
attain this great. and glorious end,bnat 
are doomed to “ an everlasting destruc- 
‘tion from the presence of the Lordamt 
from the glory of: His power,” when 
they: must make, their everlasting 
abode among ‘dogs, and sorcerers, 
and whoremongers, and idolaters, and 
whosoever loyeth and maketh a lie.” 
Oh, how horrible the thought, of be- 
ing forever excluded from the presence 
of God, nevermore: to have access to 
the throne of grace where we may ob- 


‘tain mercy—but to be thrust out and 
‘branded with everlasting shame and 


contempt. 
‘How necessary it is, that christians 
should “walk in love, as Christ also 


Dear Brother Boggs:—The satisiac-}loved us and gave himself for us.” Are 


tion which it affords of being able to 
remit a smallsum to aid in the support 
‘of so excellent a publication as the 


W. Christian Magazine,” more 


‘than compensates me for the little pains 
[have taken in its behalf; and | feel en- 
‘eouraged to labor in this way for the 
-yelease of my brethren in bonds. 

'. May the Lord bless you, my brother, 
‘in your labor of ‘love and will to 
‘men, and“'when this sad wartfare’s 
_@’er,” may you be enabled to adopt the 
‘Janguage of ‘beloved. brother 
“Paul— I have fought a good fight, I 
have finished my course, ! have kept 
“the faith, henceforth there is laid up 
for mea crown of rightcousness, which 


we not taught to even Jay down our 
lives’ for the brethren, if need be ? 
Hew much more then should we do 
away with those things that cause 
‘offense, even to abstaining from meat, 
‘as Paul would do, rather than offend a 
brother. ‘Could ‘we but see the disci- 
ples of the present day manifesting the 
same spirit of love and ~ will 
towards their fellow men, and all 
atriving to keep the “unity of the 
spirit in the bond of pedce—willing to 
spend and be spent—willing to be all 
things for all men ( abolitionists not 
excepted,) that they may by all means 
win some to the glorious gospel of the 
son of God—then would we see many 


‘the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall 


who are now in doubt, forced to ac- 


give me at that day.” Oh, wha is not | knowledge the divine origin of the 


‘willing to labor for so righteous a 
Judge? Who is not willing to sacri- 
fice all things earthly and count them 
as nothing, that they may win Christ? 


‘Who is unwilling to * go forth to Him 


religion which we profess to enjoy. 
‘Let us pray earnestly and 
for this great result, and the victory is 
Brother Boggs, we, are glad that 


_ hat is without the camp bearing his 


your armor is complete,—that you 


ith 
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order, we enquired: first, how the Ha e 


have not neglected to have your “feet | 
shod with a preparation of the gospel 
of peace,” while engage in this 
“ardugus struggle for berty,” and 
‘may the spirit of our divine master 
ong to dwell in you, in all 

wisdom, is the a of your unwor- 
thy brother. will now draw this 
letter to a close, asking your pardon 
for wearying your patience so long. 
Below | give alistof the subscribers 
for the Magazine. 

With much affection, 

lam your brother, 
A. PARMELEE. 


— +830 
BIBLE VINDICATED.—No. 2. 


Davenport, Feb. 25,1856. | 


Bro. Boggs will now give 
the result of my review of what the 
Bible teaches on the subject of sla- 


‘(children with him.” 


very, as promised in my last. I was 
called upon by some of my fellow citi- 
zens, to answer the gross assaults of 
the infidel, Barker; against the Bible. 
Among other charges of injustice and 
immorality, was that of slave holding, 
viz: that the Old and. New Testaments 
justified the system of involuntary and 
perpetual slavery, Had we _ been 
slaveholders, or even enteitained their 
sentiments, we should have regarded 
this portion of the iufidel’s sermons as 
a commendation to the Bible. We 
would have been edified. We would 
have taken no exceptions. No de- 
fence would have been called fer, and 
no reply would have been made. Or, 
if the unbeliever had proven his posi: 
tion, we should have let the matter 
rest—as converts to slavery, or oppo: 
nents to the Bible; . But as his argu- 
ment consisted in nnsustained asser- 
and afew nibdling criticisms, 
e were of the same opinion still, that 
there was not a sanction for slavery— 
slavery proper,in the law of ‘Moses. 
To approach the su in Jogical 


? 
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brews were to obtain their servants, 


and who were the specified subjects of 
servitucle. 

Ist, Then, “And if thy brother that 
dwelleth by thee be waxen poor, and 
be sold unto thee, thou shalt not com- 

him to serve .as’ bondservant: 
ut asahiredservant.| 
Butas an hired detvant: and asia 
sojourner, he shall be with thee, and 
shall serve thee unto the your of jubile ; 
“And shall serve thee unto thé 
year of ‘ Jubilee.?, And then shall’ he 
depart from thee, both he and his 
+-Liv. xxv. 
to 42. 

This looks more ‘like paying debts 
thamslavery. God tanght the Jc ws.to 
be honest, He gave them no bankrupt 
law,, or,exemption law; no legalized 
swindling was permitted under Moses, 
No slavery in tais Statute, but, equity 
to the creditor,and mercy to the debt- 
By six years labor, not as a slave; 
but as a hired servant, he paid all his in- 
debtedness, and* was taught a good 
lesson for the future. 

And yet, more of the’ benevolent in 
this law. When the six. years service 
hadexpired,the master was required 
to give his servant at the time of his 
departure, an out-fit. * And. if th 
brother, an Hebrew man, or an H 
brew woman, be sold unto thee, and 
serve thee six rs; then in the sev+ 
enth: year thou shalt let him go free 
from thee. _And when thou’ sendest 
him out free from thee, thou shalt not 
let him go away empty; Thou shalt 
furnish him liberally out‘@f thy flock, 
and out of thy floor, and@d®ent of thy 
winepress : of that wherewith the Lord 
thy: God hath blessed thee thou shalt: 
give unto him,” ‘“* Thou shaltfurnish — 
himliberally out of thy flock,and,outaf — 
thy floor,and out of thy wigepress,”’etc, 
To withhold was “sin. There is.then 
nosuch thing as aJew being a slave to 
a Jew in the law of Moses, But a law 
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- to favor the insolvent debtor. fofidel- heathen round about you shall ye buy.” 


ity hasan “evil eye.” 2nd. If the bond- 
servants, were not slaves, then there 
was no slavery under Moses,—for the 
insolvent Jew, and the ee 
heathen, were the only law-specifie 
servants. ‘* Both thy bondmen and 
thy bondmaids, which thou shalt have, 
shall be of the heathren that are round 
about you ; of them shall ye buy bond- 
men and bondmaids. Moreover of the 
children of the strangers that do. so- 
journ among you, of them shall ye buy, 
and of their families that are with you, 
which they begat in your land: and 
they. shall be your possession. And 
ye shall take them as an inheritanee for 
your children after you, to inherit them 
for a possession; they shall be your 
bondmen for ever : but over your breth- 
ren the children of Israel, ye shall not 
rule one over another with rigour.”— 
If there was no other law, limiting the 
time of their servitude, this would be 
slavery. 

Itis a law established mazim, that 
one section of law’shall not be so 
“interpreted as. to conflict with 
another.” Ist, of the “* heathen round 
about you,” and of the “children of 
strangers that sojourn among you” 
and the“ families they beget in your 
land: and they shall be your posses- 
sion.” 2nd, They could not, according 
to the spirit of this law, purchase their 
bondmen in a promiscuous slave mar- 
ket. From kidnappers,. from “ man- 
stealers,” for then, they could not know 
whether they were of the heathen round 
about ‘them,or, from a distant land. 
This is yetthe more evident, when the 
law say8,*' he that stealeth a man and 
selleth him shall surely be put to 

death.” Would this law have justi- 
fied a Jew to purchase a stolen man. 


To purchase stolen goods is to encour- 


theft. To patronise theft and vi- 
olence is' to become accessory ‘to the 
crime. The partaker is as bad as the 
thief, is‘a common sense adage. “Of the 


The law required, that they knew who 
they bought,and from whom _ they 
bought. This was an antidote against 
manstealing and slave markets. For. 
now, the negotiation had to be be- 
tween the purchaser and the indiwid- 
ual bought, or such as had a better 
claim than a thief could establish. And 
if heathen husbands and fathers had no 
more affection for their wives and chil- 
ren than to sell them—there was no in- 
justice inthe law, as there was but one 
law in religion, the religion of Moses, 
forthe home born and the stranger. 
See Ex. xii. 49; and but one civil code 
for the home-born and stranger.— 
Liv. xxiv. 22. 3d. “They shall be 
your bondmen forever.” The word 
“forever,” could not at the farthest 
extend farther than to the end of that 
dispensation. “The law and the 
prophets were until John,” said the 
Messiah. The law was only aschool- 
master to the Jew until Christ, Then 
God said to threeJews,Peter,Jamesand 
John—Moses and Elias being present, 
“Hear my beloved Son.” Their cove- 
nant was an “ Everlasting Covenaht.” 
It was never changed, but it was abro- 
gated. “Everlasting” and ** Forever,” 
when applied to things eternal in their 
being, or duration, are equivalent 
with the word Eternal. But when 
applied to things of limited du- 
ration, ofily the longest 
riod of their existence: In Liv. x. 
5, “forever” means only the time of 
thelaw. “The heave shoulder,” etc., to 
wave it for a wave offering before the 
Lord ; and itshall be thine, and thy 
sons with thee, by astatute forever, as 
the Lord hath “commanded.” A period 
less than fifteen hundred years. “But 
“Hannah went not up; for she said 
unto her husband, J will not go 
‘until the child be weaned, and then 
“1 will bring him, that he may appear 
“ before the Lord, and there abide for- 
“ ever.”—Ist Sam. i. 22. Here “ for- 
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Other examples might be given. Bo 
men ‘‘ forever,” cannot extend beyond 
the longest period of Jewish servitude, 
which was forty-nine years. “ And 
‘‘ ve shall hallow the fiftieth year.”— 
Liv. xxv. 10. ‘And ye shall return 
‘every man unto his family.” Why 
distinguish the fiftieth year of release 
from any other? Not for the benefit 
of the Hebrew servants, for their re- 
lease came every seven years. 

The conspicuity given tothe fiftieth 
year as a jubilee, must have contem- 
plated other than Hebrew scrvants. 
‘** And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year. 
and proclaim liberty throughout all 
the land, to all the inhabitants there- 
of.” This language is ,so explicit 
that no infidel can wrest it from its 
most obvious meaning. There was 
one class of servants released every 
seven years, and two classes every fif- 
tieth year. The Hebrew who did not 
accept his freedom on the seventh year, 


and the bond servants. These were 


the “inhabitants of the land” for 
whose special benefit the seventh jubi- 
lee was marked with so much impor- 
tance. The release of the first class, 


. being provided for, and came at the 


end of every sixth, and would have 
come af the end of the forty-ninth year. 
The sounding of the “trumpet” in all 
the“ land” and the “ proclamation ” 
of ‘liberty to all the inhabitants,” has 
no meaning or significance, unless for 
the emancipation of those not released 
on the seventh year of their servi- 
tude. 

3d. “ And ye shall take them as an 
inheritance for your children after 

ou,” ete. Their children could 

ave no more in those bond ser- 
vants than was contained in the 
original title. If fifty years was 
the fixed time for a bond servant, the 
- heirs-in-law could hold them no longer, 
unless by some special enactment. 


Where is-it? We call forit. As per- 


ever” means the lifetime of a man,’ 


petual Servitude enters into the\ very 


definiffon of slavery, the fortune o the ~ 
offspring following the condition of 


the mother, from generation to gener- 
ation. Wesay, then, with assurance, 
there was not a guarantee for slave- 
holding in the Mosaic Law. It was.a 
peculiar kind of servitude, ciffering in 
all its elements, from every slave code 
under heaven. The Hebrews were @ 
peculiar people. Their religious and 
civil regulations, were theirown. And 
that system by which their domestic 
servitude was regulated, was unique, 
a as a part with one great 
whole. 


4th. It was affirmed that the law 
servants as property. 


recognized 
The evidence adduced is Ex. xxi. 20, 
21,“ And if a man smite his servant, 
or his maid, witha rod that he die 
under his hand; he shall be sure 

punished. Notwithstanding, if he 


continue aday or two, he shall not be 


unished; for he is his money.” 

ot literally his “ money.” Flesh and 
blood are not money.” By a famil- 
iar figure of speech, that for which 
money was paid is called “ money.” 
Notwithstanding if he continue 
day or two, he shall not be punished, 
forhe is his money.” This part of the 
law was to bear upon the motive of 
the master. That he did not intend to 
inflict a fatal blow upon his servant. 
The master wanted his service—had 

aid his “money” for him. There- 
ore he did not intend to kill him. 
Men do not wantonly throw away their 
money in this way. “ He is his mon- 
ey.” ‘The purchaser wanted:a living, 
not a dead servant. “If he continue 


a day or two, it, the law, may presume | 


that the smiting was not the cause of 
the servant’s death, or, if it was, the 
master ought not to be punished,for 


his object was not to destroy his sér- 
vant—he was not influenced by a ma- 
lignant motive, and, therefore, to be 
regarded as an accident;-rather than a 
criminal act, | | 
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\ This, I believe, is the only passage 
relied upon to prove that the law ac- 
knowledged property in man. The 
property feature is the most important 
element in any system of slavery, an- 
eient or modern, hence, the fullness, 
and definiteness, of the legislation in 
all slave codes on that liead. If the 
divine law was the same in this re- 
spect, why so obseure on this point 
Only one passage, and that an inci- 
dental one, favoring the interpretation 


above, ratherthan the property rela- 


tion. Why, no law regulating sales, 
and the recovering of fugitives? If 
the law of Moses made servants chat- 
tels, it is a piece of blind legislation 
on this particular, wholly unlike itself 


- on all other enactments... But as our 
Opponents have all so_ signally failed, 


in proving their affirmation, we shall 
proceed to establish a negative, and re- 
spectfully submit, that, the servants 
in the Old Testament were not proper- 


Ist. Servants are not so classified, 


‘¢ Thou shalt not see thy brother's ox,” 


or his sheep go astray, and hide thy- 
self from them: thon shalt in any case 
bring them again unto thy brother.— 
And if thy brother ‘be not nigh unto 
thee, or if thou know him not, then 
thou shalt bring it unto thine own 
house, and it shall be with thee until 
thy brother seek after it,and thou shalt 
restore it to him again. In like man- 
ner shalt thou do with his ass; and so 


with all lost things of thy brother’s, 
which, he has lost, and thou hast 
found, shalt thou do likewise: thou 
mayest not hide thyself.” Here we 
have a list of property. Property 


' Jiable to go astray, and to be lost 


The straying “ ox,” “ sheep,” or “ass,”’ 
was to be “‘returned to his owner,” 
and so of the “lost garment, or any 
lost thing.” If the owner was not 
known, the finder was required to ‘‘take 
care of it until the owner would call 


shalt thou do with his raiment; and’ 


for it, when it should be delivered.” 
‘Servants are at least as much inclined 
torun away from their masters as 
“oxen,” “sheep,” or “asses,” are to 
stray from their owners. If then, the 
Hebrew masters held their servants as 
property, and the owners of this kind 
of property were liable to the same 
losses, why not place human age 
in the same category, to which it be- 
longs. The omission, if it be an 
omission, is unaccountable. The law 
enforced the most rigid justice between 
man and«man, therefore, that which 
the law recognised as property, was in 
all casess to be returned to the right- 
ful owner. The fugitive “ox” and 
“ ass” were to be arrested, and driven 
back to the owner, but the fugitive ser- 
vant was not to be returned to his mas- 
ter. Thou shalt not deliver unto his 
master the servant which is escaped 
from his master unto thee~ He shall 
dwell with thee,even among you, in 
that place which he shall choose in one 
of thy gates,where it liketh hii best thou 
shalt not oppress him.” If the servant 
was the property of his master, the law 
of Moses made him so. And here the 
same law says this item of property 
shall not be delivered to the owner. Is 
Moses against Moses? Did he give 
the master ownership in the’ person of 
his servant in one section of law, and 
in another section, say he shall not 
have his own? Will we charge such 
crooked legislation upon. the lawgiver 
of Israel? “Thou shalt not deliver 
unto his master,” &c., was controver- 
ting the legality of the master’s claim 
to the person and the labor of his 
servants. ‘To affirm that this law had 
respect to servants.,escaping from hea- 
then masters only, will not help the 
infidel. For, then, we ask for the 
proof. Does the Jaw say heathen 
masters? No! Is there anything in 


tion can be inferred ? No! not unless 


in the phrase “even among you:” 


the statute from which such a Jimita- ° 
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‘Ceven” is asupplied word. To allow’ 


such an inferetice, is to make the Bible 
what sceptics say it is, an “ instrument 
that may be set to play any tune you 

lease.”” 

Why should the law allow to a Jew 

roperty in his servant, and not toa 
Gentile? One of the two positions 
must be assumed. Ist.. Master, in the 
text, applies to all masters ; or, 2nd. 
That Gentiles could not be masters— 
could not own man as property, not 
having a divine warrant, or permit, 
from God, to be slave owners, If the 
infidel will take the first, then the law 
did not recognise the servants held by 
the Jews,as property; if the latter, 


then the Old Testament is not char- 


geable with any form of Gentile 
slavery. Inasmuch as God never 
commanded a Gentile in the Law, the 
Prophets, or the Psalms, to enslave 
man, woman, or child. The first 
acquits the law from the property fea- 
ture—then no slavery. In either case, 
the law of Moses is not the patron of 
human slavery, and the charge is 
We have now examined the law, 
and find: nothing like slavery in it. 
Next in order will be the Prophets, 
where. we. shall. find 
“ Yoke,” bat without command of God, 
or the sanction of the Prophets. There 
we shall find the type of our own 
times—with more than a sprinkling 
of abolitionism. J. Harrzeu. 


Auburn, Mar, 1.,:°53. 
Dear Brother Boggs, 


-Inclosed I send one dollar and eighteen 
cents for the first volume of the Magazine, 


slavery, the. 


in the foregoing to ‘give our 


MASONS AND ODD FELLOWS. 


and at the same time request you to’ 


transfer my subscription back to the com- 


mencement of the present volume and send 
‘me the back numbers, for | want to pre- 


serve them for binding. | 
I am much pleased’ with the Magazine, 


and especially with the freedom with which 
you speak against that great sin of Ameri- 
can Slavery. | | 

Your quotation in the last number of the 
Magazine from Brother Eaton’s article 
headed the devices of Satan, is a good one | 
and well applied—I have been looking, 
over that article and I find at the close of 
it a question raised with regard to the 
priety of Christians becoming Odd Fellows, 
Masons, 

Now I should be glad to see in the Ma- 

azine an article from your pen on this 

subject—it is either right or it is wrong for 
christians. to be ‘thus engaged—if it is 
wrong it certainly demands our attention ; 
if right there can be no harm in making it 
Known publicly. 

If, you should see fit'to devote a little 
time to, this subject either for or against, 
you would confer a great favor on many in 
this vicinity—if you should judge it Hot ~ 
best to speak publicly upon this subject, 
you will certainly do me the justice 
to write me a private letter, and give me 
your views with regard to the right of 
christians becoming Masons or Odd Fel- 
lows, for I am a good deal perplexed on 
this question, If you will give some attention 
to this subject at your earliest convenience 
you will greatly oblige one that wishes 
much success to your Magazine and to the 
promotion of truth and righteousness, and 
the building up of the kingdom of our Re- 
deémer on the earth. 

' Yours, in the hope of the gospel, 


REMARKS, 
In comp’iance with. the request con- 


views with regard to the right of chris- 
tians to become Masons or Odd Fel- 


|lows,” we would remark that we con- 


sider the church.of Jesus Christ, when 
properly organized, as the only heaven- 
ordained and divinely regulated institu- 
tion on earth, and as much superior 
to any human institution as God is su- 
perior to.man. When carried out the- 
oretically and practically, as it is. pre 
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wonly prepares its members for cfizen- 


the discharge of our duties or obliga- 
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sented in the New Testament, it not 


ship-in the New Jerusalem, but is bet-/ 
ter calculated than anything else to as, 
suage the woes of this sin-cursed world. 
It is therefore evident that the claims 
resting upon us as christians or mem-, 
bers of the church of Jesus Christ are 
paramount to all others, and the enter- 
ing into any institutions that would 
necessarily interfere with or prevent 


tions as christians must be wrong, and 
consequently church members would 
not have the right to engage in them— 
for christians haye not the right to do 
O08 
"As to Masonry, we know nothing 
positively. If the representations of 
those oppored to that order be trne— 
if the members are obliged to take upon 
themselves the most solemn oaths to 
defend and protect their fellows, guilty 
or innocent, right or wrong, of course 
it would be wrong for christians to 
unite with them. . But we have no pos- 
itive evidence that such statementsiare 
true. On the contrary, some of our 
oldest and most esteemed brethren are 
and have been for many years mem- 
bers of the order, who assure us that 
there is nothing in the institution’in 
compatible with the christian profes: 
sion. 
such brethren is without reproach, we 
feel bound to respect their testimony. 

As at present advised, weconclude 
that “Odd Fellowship” differs essen- 
tially in some of its features from the 
former, and much more nearly resem- 
bles those ‘* Mutual Insurance Compa- 


So long as the daily walk of| 


ae havei examined the constitution of | 


‘the society, and speak a@dvisedly when 
we state that no oath is administe 

‘to those initiated, nor are the members 
screened from suflering the penalty 
consequent upon violating any law of 
‘the land. The objects of the order, as 
we understand them, are, to visit their 
sick, bury their dead, support their 
widows, and educate their orphans, 
All interference with the rights of mem- 
bers, either social, political or religious 
is positively disclaimed. An individ- 
ual by paying a stipulated sum quar- 
terly while in health, procures the right 
toa remuneration for his time and the 
personal attention of his fellows’’ 
when sick, just on the same principle 
that a man pays an annual sum during 


his lifetime to secure the payment of 


an assurance upon his life to his wife 
at his demise, or that of those who pay 
an annual per centage on the value of 
their property to secure and maintain 
the right of indemnification in case it 
is destroyed by fire or otherwise. 

_ Church members may, and we have 
no doubt sometimes do, suffer their 
minds to be so.occnpied with the insti- 
tutions in question as to neglect their 
ehristian duties. Others have their af- 


PHfections so completely engrossed by 


their farms, their merchandise, their 
professions or other secular pursuits as 
materially to hinder the performance 
of the obligations enjoined upon them 
by the bible toward God and their 
‘fellow men. It would, however, be an 
illogical conclusion, that therefore chri- 
stians have no right to become doctors 
or lawyers or farmers, or mechanics or 


nies,” now sOcommon in our country. 


f 


merchants. Neither do we see any 
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reason why they should not as other 
men avail thefiselves of the benefits of 


lifé assurance companies, or similar or- 
ganizations for Pepreace against fire, 
etc. 


rectly taught, human institutions and 
organization together with every thing | 
of a purely temporal character will al- 


ways be held 


tance. The church of Jesus Christ 
and the obligations growing @ut of the 
high and endearing relation of child- 
ren of God should always be first in 
the affections of the disciple of Christ, 
and every gelation or avocation which 


believe that the church of Christ is an. 
institution which,if properly and scrip- 


‘turally carried out, would supercede. 


every other. We look upon it as the 
world’s last hope, and the only lever by 


With the christian been cor- |} which our sunken and debased race 


can be raised to the platform of moral 
purity, where alone they can find sub- 


‘stantial joys here or be prepared for 


happiness hereafter. J. B. 
CALVANISM. 
Blaunburgh, N. J., | 
Feb. 29th, 1856. 


Eld. J. Boggs—Dear Brother — 
Having recently met with an article 


necessarily interferes with the christian in the November number of the WV. 


profession, or acts as a hindrance to 
“running with patience the race that is. 
set before us,” should be avoided whe- 
ther it be Masonry or Odd Fellorship, 
or politics, orthe acquisition of wealth, 

or any thing else. We know some 
church members who are members of 
one or more of the aforesaid orga- 
nizations, who area disgrace to the 
church and every thing else they are 
connected with. We also know others 
whose connection with these human 
institutions does not seem to interfere 


with their christian duties in any way 


orshape. They are always in their 
place at the house of God and ready 


_ to bear their part in any pecuniary ar- 


rangements necessary to carry on the 
great work of saving sinners. — 

After surveying the whole premises, 
we give it as our opinion that men 
may stand connected with either of 
the organizations in question without 
detriment to their christian character, 


but at the same time we most firmly 


lassértions, but receiving them very 


W. C. Magazine, entitled the “ Chris- 
tian System,—No. 3,” illustrating 
Faith, | have been induced to pre- 
sent for your consideration, some 
views, differing from those therein 


ex 
if I correctly and fully com rehend 


the meaning of the writer of the said 


article, he understands Faith to be the 
result of the manner in which an ob- 
ject is presented to the mind. If this 
bethe case, the question is readily 

to thé mind, why are there 
so many different kinds of faith where 
the same o is presented to the 
minds of the people in precisely the’ 
same manner—all listening to the same 


differently ? 

The writer illustrates by a letter, 
received by a husband from his wife, 
concerning the | and ill fortune of 
their son. Admitting that the testimo- 
ny of his wife would have been believ- 
ed by A., had‘he received it, what 
would have been the effect, let me ask, 
had he been blind, deaf, or, when the 
communication reached him, had he 
been dead? ‘Surely, neither joy, or 


sorrow, could have been | awakened in 
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his breast, under either of the cases / [know nothing of the source of his’ 
“supposed. |numerous. Faiths, such» as historical, 
Now, the.scriptures represent man,|evangelical, and saving, but presu 
in a state of nature, to be blind, deaf they all proceed from sone of th 
and dead, and while he remains in this many means that are resorted to in this 
state, itis impossible for the testimony | age of steam, by those who are anxious | 
to reach him. ‘We well ‘know that it/to aid and assist Jehovah, and who 
will be vain to attempt to reason with| seem to imagine that they can hasten’ 
a corpse, concerning the things of this| by their puny efforts, those mighty 
world, for it would all fall unheeded | results that will flow from ‘‘ the rolling 
_on his ear, rendered insensible by the|}on of His undisturbed affairs,’ in 
paralyzing hand ofdeath. Just asim-| which no created being can wield any 
possible is it for man, dead in tress-| power, for He has declared that He 
passes and sins to-eomprehend anything | will do alW#His pleasure, both in Heaven 
of the spiritual kingdom of our God,| and in Earth, that ‘“ He will work and 
for it is positively:declared that the|none shal let Him.” 
carnal mind is. enmity against God, ~The God whom we adore, is infinite 
‘not. subject. to the law of God,|in power, and ever will dispense His 
neither indeed canbe.” Hence we in-| gifts and } as may seen best in 
fer, that until the soul is: quicken-| his sight ; and finite man, humbled in. 
ed by the influence of the Holy Spirit,| the dust, will sooner or later have to 
there can be no Faith... Faith, we are| acknowledge that all" God’s works are 
led to believe, is the gift.of the same| just, and allthose who have been made 
Spirit that quickens and renews the| partakers of the “one Faith,” will be 
sinner; for we readin the Epistle tothe| preserved in Christ and sanctified 
Hebrews, that Jesus is the Author and through Hisname. To me the subject 
Finisher of our Faith ; and again we appears clearly manifested, that the. 
read, that “ Faith.is the gift. of God, 4uthor.and Finisher of our Faith is 
not of works; lest any man should| Jesus, and hence all who receive that 
boast.” Now, if Jesus is ,the Author} Faith are preserved in Him. 
and of our faith, then faith| I leave these remarks for your re- 
must be a holy principle, implantedpby | flection, and | 
the Holy Spirit, in _..». Remain as ever, 
means have noagency. jj, a Your affectionate brother, 

ingin nature;we should rationally} . | 
conclude, was'the sole agent in The foregoing letter is as fairand 

cing that effect ; and we as rationajly| candid a presentatation of the old Cal- 
has all power) vanisti¢c Baptist doctrine as we have 
In Héaven ah , giving mercy to 
He. will, is the’ sole and exclu-| of “days long sine,” for we 
sive agent,'in implantingin the minds| Were raised in that school, and heard | 
of His people, a“ Saving Faith.” but little else theologically, for the first 
author are quarter of a century that we lived. 
em, a ars to ve a ralit | Ls 

of one Lord, one Faith;and one Bap-|"% in the same relation in which 
tism.’ This “ one Faith,” [understand Philemon and Onesimus stood to each 
= _— ‘Faith—“the Faith of; other—that he is to us ‘‘a brother be- 

’s elect. | 
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loved ” “ both in the flesh and in the 
Lord,” gives it, to us, reearee in- 
terest. 

We shall notice the difficulties pre- 
sented to our brother’s mind by the 
perusal of our article entitled “ Chris- 
tian System, No. 3;” in the same order 
in which they stand in his letter. 

He says he understands us to teach 
that ** Faith is the result of the man- 
ner in which an object is presented to 
the mind.” "By a reference ‘¥o our ar- 
ticle he will find that we said, “faith 
is a result. That it depends entirely 
upon testimony.” We also said in the| : 
same connection, “ Faith or the act of 
believing is always the same under all 
circumstances; and that the different 


effects produced by faith are in conse-| : 


quence of the difference in the objects 
of faith—or the things believed.” His, 
question, therefore, “ Why are there so. 
many different kinds of faith where the 
same object is presented to the minds 
of the people in precisely the ‘same 
manner, all listening to the same as- 
serfions but seeing them very different- 
ly?” is not a logical deduction from the 
premises laid down by us. We main- 
tain the very reverse of this. We were 
endeavoring to show that faith was a 
unit. We think we understand. the 
cause of the writer’s misapprehend- 
ing our remarks, He does not die- 
criminate between faith and opinion. 
Indeed, we have found this the great 
difficulty with a large majority of per- 
sons identified with the different deno- 
minations. Any given number of 
persons having the same testimony 
presented to their minds concerning 


any fact must, if they believe it at all, 


is 


believe it alike, however much they 
may differ in opinion with regard to 
collateral circumstances outside of the 


testimony. Suppose that A. B. C.. 


and D. all testify in court that they 


saw E. kill’ F. Now if the twelve 


jurors ‘impannelled to try the case be- 
lieve the statements made by the four 


witnesses at all, ‘they must believe 


them alike, thiey all have the same 


kind of faith, There is no middle’ — 


ground. They are either infidel or 
have faith produced by the ¢estimony. 
Still they may have each man his 
own opinion as to the cause of the 
murder or any other circumstances 


not testified concerning. 


Our brother says, he reads that 
“ Faith is the gift of God.” We do not 


so read. Paul says in his letter to the. 


Ephesians, ‘‘By grace are ye saved 
through faith; and. that not of your- 


lselves; it is the gift of God.” .The 


pronoun if in the passage does not re- 


fer to faith, as our.Calvanistic friends 


assume, but to the. salvation or the 
plan of redemption) through Jesus 


Christ. By a-reference to his Greek, 


testament (with which we know he 
was formerly familiar) be will find that 
the,Greek relative translated it is neu- 
ter, and cannot stand ‘for the Greek 
word translated faith, which is femt- 
nine. The whole sentence going be- 
fore is’ evidently its antécedent. The 
plain common-sense view of the pas- 
sage is, that God of his pure grace oF 
favor has provided for his fallen crea- 
ture an a plan of salvation through 
faith in his Son as the means. Thisis 
evident from what the same Apostle 
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says to the same brethren in the same 
epistle. He says, speaking of Christ, 
‘‘In whom ye also trusted after that 
ye heard the word of truth, the gospel 
of your salvation; in whom also, ar- 
TER that ye believed, ye were sealed 
with the Holy Spirit of promise.” 


Another declaration, of Paul which 


he thinks would conflict with our ar- 
ticle is, that ‘Jesus is the author and 
‘finisher of our faith.” A single. re- 
-mark.we think. will relieve his mind 
on this point. The word faith, al- 
though usually in the scriptures mea- 
ning the act of believing, sometimes 
denotes the thing believed. For ex- 
ample, Paul to the Galatians says, 
“But before faith came, &c.” evident- 
ly using the word faith to denote the 
gospel. So in the passage from Heb- 
rews faith is again used to denote the 
gospel. How appropriate that Christ 
should be called the author and finisher 
of it-since all gospel faith centres in 
him as its object. The facts necessary 
for us to “believe in order to salvation 
are the death and burial and regur- 
rection of Jesus Christ. Hence He is 
the author and finisher of our faith, or 
of what we are to believe. 

Our brother misapprehends our re- 
marks if he thinks we intended to ad- 
vocate a plurality of faiths in our ar- 
ticle when we spoke of “Historical, 
evangelical and saving faith.’ We 
simply .wished to show that the “one 
faith” for which we contend, having 


‘out the whole volume of Divine reve- 


those terms all that was meant by ‘‘his- 
torical,’ ‘‘evangelical” and “saving,” 
so much used by our sectarian neigh- 
bors. We most heartily concur with 


lane in the belief of the quotation he 


makes from the same great Apostle to 
the Gentiles, ‘‘ There is one body, 


and one Spirit, even as ye are called 
in one hope of your calling ; one Lord; 
one faith, one baptism, one God and 


Father of all, who is above all, and 


through all and in all.” 
A few remarks with regard to the 
‘total depravity” of the letter, and we 
trust his difficulties will all be remo- 
‘ved. That man is in a fallen depraved 
land ruined condition we have no 
doubt. But that he is “blind and deaf 
and dead,” in the Calvanistic sense, can 
| not be true, from the fact that truths 
cannot conflict with each other. It is 
‘one of the acknowledged laws of inter- 
‘pretation that any meaning attached to 
a’particular passage of scripture that 
would conflict with,or contradict other 
plain declarations of God’s word,’must 


be false. The doctrine of total depra- 
vity, although isolated passages may 


be supposed to favor it, is entirely con- 
trary to that moral accountability of 
mankind, and conditionality of salva- 
tion, which is so taught through- 


lation. ‘Seek and ye shall find, ask 
and ye shall receive, knock and it shall 
be opened,” is the language of the 
blessed Saviour. ‘*Blessed are they 


Jesus Christ for its author and finisher, | that po his commandments, that they 
and submitted to the consideration of may have right to the tree of life, and 
the human family on the testimany of many enter in through the gates into 
Evangelists, Apostles and Prophets, the city,” says the revelator. ‘‘Choose 
was in every scriptural acceptation of ye this day whom you will serve” was 
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not. only addressed to the hosts of Is- ‘society and civilization are comprised 


rael, but is also the language of the 
new dispensation to a sinful and rebel- 
ious world, Although the “carnal 


‘in the terms, a rifle, a horse, a hound, 
‘aslave, tobacco and whisky; beyond 


these there is nothing but an annual 


uproarous camp-meeting, where they 


mind is enmity against God ;” the get just enough religion to enable them 


gospel is His power unto salvation. 


to find out that the Bible justifies all 


The Holy Spirit operating through ithe immeasurable vices and wrongs of 


the word regenerates, those who believe 
the truth. The apostle James says, 
‘of his own will begat he us with the 
word of truth.” And the apostle Peter 
says, ‘Being born again, not of corrup- 
tible seed, but of incorruptible by the 
word of trath, which liveth and abideth 


forever.” 
To sum up the whole matter, man is 


in a preternatural state. He is a sin- 
fer against God. The Heavenly Fa- 
ther has presented a plan of salvation 
through his Son our Saviour, and the 
conditions upon which the blessings of 
the gospel are suspended, are faith in 
Jesus Christ and obedience to his com. 
mandments. May we all so live that 
we may be “‘kept by the power of God 
through ‘faith unto salvation ready to 
be revealed in the lasttime.” J. B. 


STIKING CONTRAST. 


Extract from a speechyby Rev. H. W. Beecher, 
on Kansas : a 


Who then are ‘these armed men 
that already confront each other and 
between whom this whole land is call- 
ed to decide? How have they come 
into this Territory, and what are their 
errands? On the one sie are the 
repreaenaa of civilization, on the 
other of barbarism. On the one side 
stand men of liberty, Christianity, in- 
dustry, arts and of universal prosperi- 
ty ; on the other are the waste and 
refuse materials of a worn-out Slave- 
State population—men whose ideas of 


‘new societies. They 


slavery. The Free-State men come 
hither with books, with newspapers, 
with free Schools, with Lyceums, with 
churches, and the whole retinue of 
beneficent institutions of Christian 
civilization. 

The Slave-State men come without 
books, without enough education to 


read if they had them, withoutschools © 


ora wish forthem. They come with 
statutes framed for making free thought 
‘a sin, free speech a penitentiary of- 
fence, a free press punishable with 
death if it in the least loosens the 
bonds of oppression. 

rare industry; with mechanic arts, 
bandry. hey build towns; they 
found cities; they convert a -wilder- 
‘ness to agarden, and will transmit to 
‘coming generations an ‘inheritance 
such as Old England and such as New 
England never saw. 


The men of the South, reared where 
labor was a disgrace, are without me- 
chanic arts, without habits of industry, 
‘without organizing tendencies, with- 
out the creative force which builds up 
come to curse 
the land with a system. of husbandry 
which the earth detests, as well it may, 
for the fogt of the slave burns the soil 
like fire. It is the agriculture of ex- 
haustion. It is the husbandry of im- 
poverishment. If the South inoculates 
‘the State with her leprosy, the plains 
of Kungas are fairer and richer to-day 
as a wilderness than they ever will 
be again. “‘or slavefy robs first the 
slave and then the soil. Jt sucks the 
blood from everything it touches. And 


The men of the North come with | 


with all improved implements of hus- | 
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nothing can fatten upon it, except the 
cunning few that sit upon the mid- 
dle of the web—overswollen. spiders— 
while the rest swing in the edges there- 
of, mere skeleton insects. 

_ The men of the North come upon 
- the best, and the men ofthe South up- 
on the worst errand that ever engaged 
men. Peace, and light,and love,and 
hope, and joy, go with one—war, and 
blood, and cruelty; wasting and des- 
‘pair, go witb the other. 

_. The representatives of civilization 
have come lawfully, peacetully to be- 
come actual settlers. The represen- 
tatives of barbarism have come unlaw- 
fully, violently, with» no intent. of 
Tesidence, but only to put the sword to 
the throat of freemen, and the brand 
to their dwellings, and then to leave to 
the slow immigration of slavery this 
stained victory —-Independent. 


— 


As there is no sinner so obstinate 
- as not to be. moved by an intercourse 
with good men, so there is no virtue so 
well established, as not to be endan- 
geied by an intimacy with the wicked. 


BOOKS, PAMPHLETS, AND | 
PERIODICALS. 


all our schools, but should find a place 
in the counting-room of the merchant ; 
the shop of the mechinic and the li- 
brary of the farmer and professional 
man. | 
It comes forth with the endorsement 
of the most distinguished jurists and 
teachers of our,country, as being a 
clear and comprehensive exposition of 
the “Federal Constitution,’’ upon 
which the whole superstructure of 
American Free Institutions has been 


built. 


_ Five Hundred Mistakes Correct- 
ed,” 74 pp. 16mo. Published by 


Messrs. Applegate and Co. Cincinnati. 
To persons wishing to'correct erro- 


neous habits in speaking, pronouncing 


and writing the English Language, 


we most heartily commend this little 
vol. as worthy of attention. It fills a. 
vacuum heretofore existing im that 
department of literature. 


“Remission of Sins.” A Pamphlet of 
22 pp. by Eld. Jonas Hartzell, Daven- 


port, lowa. The author, in his usually 


iclear and impressive style, has point- 
“Sheppard's Constitutional Tezt out the Ja 


wwf remission under 


Book,” 324 PP- 12mo. P ublished by Moses, John the Baptist, and Jesus 
Messrs. “ Childs and Peterson, Phila- Christ. It should be gratuitously cir- 


delphia,” and for sale by Messrs. ,Ap- 
plegate and Co. Cincinnati. 


culated by our congregations, so as to 
reach the families of all their alien and 


To the American citizen the Consti- sectarian neighbors. For sale by the 
tation of the United States is second author. 


in importance only to the Bible, and: 
we rejoice to’.see it presented in the 
‘work before us'in'such a form as to 
render it intelligible to all classes. 
It should not only be a text-book in 


Deaf ‘and Dumb Asylums.—We 
have received the “Twelfth Annual 


Report of the Trustees and Superin- 
tendent of the Indiana Institution for 
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educating — the Deaf and Dumb.” |ficient to prepare for vation in 
Literature and Law. » Kach of these 


Every tax-paying citizen of Indiana, 
should feel proud of this Institution, 
and that he is permitted to contribute 
to its support. We are happy to 
learn from the “report” that it is 


in a flourishing condition, and especi- | @P 


ally, that its advantages were offered 


every mute child in “the State free of 


charge: We hope our readers will 


urge upon. parents of such, children| 


the importance of availing themselves 
of the opportunities thus afforded for 
their education. | 

» The “ Twenty-Ninth Annual Report 
of the Board of Trustees for the Be- 


nevolent Institations and of the Officers} 


of the Ohio Institation for the educa- 
tion of the Deafand Dumb ”is also on 
hand. Besides the usual statistical in- 
formation contained in said report, 
which is; highly interesting to the 
christian Philanthropist, it contains a 
number of ‘¢compositions written by 
the pupils, which are creditable to 
both teachers and scholars. No un- 
fortunate mute should be allowed to 
pass the days of childhood without 
being introdyced to some one of these 
“ benevolent institutions.” | 


“« North-Western Christian Uni- 


versity.”—We have received a “ Cir 
cular” informing us that this Institution 
situated at Indianapolis, Indiana, has 
gone into successful operation. We 
make the following quotation : 

“The charter of this Institution 


authorizes its Board of Directors to 
organize Colleges for Literature, Law 


nd Medicine, and also a Normal 


School.’ The Board have put into 
operation, for the present, Schools suf- 


schools. is under the charge of a Pro, 
fessor, as Principal, with such, Assis- 
tants as the number of students may 
make necessary. The number of 
schools ‘will also, be increased by’ the 
pointment of additional Professors, 
whenever the. funds and literary de- 
mands of the University require this 
expansion.” 

The liberal charter of this institution, 
together with its location in the 
midst of the great ‘* North-West,” on 
“free soil,” with an already large en- 
dowment, assure us well nigh of its 
ultimate success and future popularity. 

Tuition, per annum in College pro- 
per, $30. Preparatory depagtment. 
$20. 

“ Radical Abolitionist:”——This is a 
new exchange. It is published month- 
ly, at 50 cents per copy ; 8 pp. quarto. 
by Wm. Goodell, favorably known as 
the author of ‘Democracy of'Christian- 
ity,” “Slavery and Anti-Slavery,” 
“ American Slave Code,” etc. The 


the true ground, that the Constitution 
of the United States is anti-slavery in 
letter and in spirit, and consequently 
évery’ act of oppression in this country 
is am outrage on that document as well 


joice that the time is nigh at hand, 
‘when men will not only be willing to 
be called abolitionists, but “ Radical 
abolitionists.”»> We commend the work 
to our readers. 


AOD he Christian Age.”—This is the 
only weekly now published among the 


2 Disciples of Christ.” It has recently 


Radical Abolitionist takes, we think, - 


upon humanity and religion. We 
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